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Director’s welcome

Welcome to our annual winter gathering of world 
class writers, thinkers and speakers, who come to our 
beautiful city and enjoy a very warm welcome from 
you, our enthusiastic and inquisitive audiences. You 
will meet stars of the stage and screen; hear from 
world class novelists, poets, campaigners, thinkers, 
academics and environmentalists; and expand your 
mind with our Cambridge Series, which this year 
delivers radical and refreshing takes on Motherhood 
and on AI.
 
We couldn’t let the year pass without marking the 
centenary of the birth of writer and civil rights activist 
James Baldwin. And, of course, a new novel from 
Festival Honorary Patron, Ali Smith, is always a cause 
for celebration.
 
This has been a challenging year for literary festivals. 
I am cheered and grateful for the tireless concern, 
loyalty and support of the festival community – staff, 
volunteers, audience members and supporters. This 
year we turned 21 and, with your continued support, 
we will survive and thrive for many years to come.
 
On a sombre note, Daphne Warburg Astor, a loyal 
friend, and patron of the festival died of cancer on 
14th July, aged 74. Her quiet, constant presence and 
support will be greatly missed as will her critical and 
constructive eye.

Cathy Moore
CEO & Artistic Director
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Subscribe today! 
Exclusive offer for CLF

Scan to get this  
exclusive CLF offer:Enjoy some of the finest cultural and political writers  

of our time including John Gray, Andrew Marr, Ali Smith, 
Elif Shafak, Rowan Williams and Jeanette Winterson.
Visit newstatesman.com/CLF50  
or call 0808 2849422 quoting CLF50

T&Cs: Offer is for an annual digital subscription for £98 £49, renews at £89.99 thereafter or print & a digital subscription for £139.99 £69.99, renews at £139.99 thereafter.  
Limited to new UK subscribers, offer expires 31.01.2025

50% 
SAVE
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10am | Cambridge Union | £17/£10
Shami Chakrabarti
Human Rights: The Case for the Defence 
Lawyer, parliamentarian and leading British human 
rights defender Shami Chakrabarti joins us to present 
her indispensable guide to the law and logic underpinning 
human rights. In the contemporary world, human dignity 
and universal freedoms are being attacked by populist and 
authoritarian movements worldwide; as we are threatened 
by wars, inequality, new technologies and climate 
catastrophe, we need human rights now more than ever.

In conversation with Marina Wheeler KC

Saturday 23 November

10am | Old Divinity School | £17/£10
Alexandra Harris 
The Rising Down: Lives in a 
Sussex Landscape
Join acclaimed cultural historian Alexandra 
Harris to explore The Rising Down, a 
luminous feat of time travel chronicling 
past lives from a Sussex landscape. Harris 
excavates archives and everyday objects 
to unearth hundreds of stories and voices from the area’s 
past. From painter John Constable and modernist writer 
Ford Madox Ford to local women who left little trace, 
Harris focuses on one small patch of England and ‘finds a 
world in a grain of sand’. 

In conversation with Ruth Scurr

12pm | Cambridge Union | £17/£10
David Nicholls 
You Are Here  
Discover the new novel from author of the 
global sensation One Day. David Nicholls 
is one of the UK’s most-loved authors: a 
master storyteller who can be laugh-out-
loud funny and devastatingly moving all on 
the same page. He will be chatting to writer 
and host of the ‘In Writing Live Podcast’, Hattie Crisell, 
on his thoughtful, heartwarming new love story, You 
Are Here. 
With thanks to Sustainable Tech 4 Good

Make  
brilliant  
things 
happen.
Working at the intersection 
of science and engineering 
we create valuable new 
technologies and deliver 
breakthrough product design. 
For over 35 years clients 
world-wide have trusted us 
with their most technically 
challenging projects.

See the possible 
at ttp.com



4pm | Old Divinity School | £17/£10 
Laura Cumming  
Thunderclap: A Memoir of Art 
and Life & Sudden Death
From the author of the best-selling On 
Chapel Sands comes her latest book, 
Thunderclap. In 1654, a dramatic 
explosion in the Netherlands killed 
painter Carel Fabritius, known for his 
magnificent painting, The Goldfinch. 
Bestselling author and art critic Laura 
Cumming uses this tragedy as a route 
into profound meditations on Dutch art 
and culture, alongside her relationship 
with her father, the Scottish artist James 
Cumming. Prepare to look unflinchingly at 
some beautiful paintings and consider the 
precarious nature of human life.

With thanks to St. Mary’s School
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4pm | Cambridge Union | £17/£10  
Michael Rosen
A Life In Writing
Michael Rosen is one of the nation’s 
favourite wordsmiths. The iconic author 
of We’re Going On A Bear Hunt joins us to 
reflect on his extraordinary life in writing: 
the literary highs and lows of grief and 
illness. Michael will also introduce his 
latest book, Rosen’s Almanac: a joyful 
journey through a year of fantastically 
weird words and phrases, taking us 
on a tour of Britain and its vernacular 
idiosyncrasies.

In conversation with Alex Clark

With thanks to Mills & Reeve

Helen Scales

12pm | Old Divinity School | £17/£10     
Helen Scales & Helen Czerski 
The Future of the Ocean
Earth is home to a huge story that is rarely 
told – that of our ocean. Marine biologist 
Helen Scales and physicist Helen Czerksi 
dive into a discussion on the ocean: what 
it does, why it works, and the many ways 
it has influenced ecosystems and animals. 
In an age of climate emergency, join these 
two thinkers in considering a more just, 
thriving future for the ocean.

In conversation with Megan Kenyon 
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Helen Czerski

2pm | Old Divinity School | £17/£10 
Jason Okundaye, Alex Clark & Colin Grant  
The Life, Writing & Legacy of 
James Baldwin 
2024 marks the centenary of the birth of writer and civil 
rights activist James Baldwin, one of the best and most 
passionate writers of our time. 26 years after his death his 
novels and essays remain as relevant as ever occupying an 
intersectional space, exploring masculinity, race, class and 
sexuality. To discuss his life, writing and legacy are writers 
Jason Okundaye,  Colin Grant, and Alex Clark. 

Chaired by Erica Wagner

Legendary fashion designer 
Dame Zandra Rhodes presents 
her insightful memoir, Iconic. 
Renowned for colourful 
designs, Zandra has dressed 
everyone from rock stars to 
royalty. She has spent her life 
rallying against what was expected of her, 
both as a designer and a woman. Expect 
poignant reflections on her personal 
triumphs and tragedies, as well as the 
fears and sacrifices that come with being 
an era-defining designer. 

In conversation with Lotte Jeffs

With thanks to Sew Knit Craft

2pm | Cambridge Union | £17/£10 
Zandra Rhodes
Iconic 

4pm | Union Library | £14/£10   
Sarah Clegg 
The Demons, Witches & Ghosts 
of Christmas 
The perfect event for midwinter – join 
Sarah Clegg with her book The Dead of 
Winter. Sarah will take us on a journey 
through Europe in midwinter to explore 
the darker side of the festive season, 
uncovering the folk tales and arcane 
traditions that still haunt Europe’s 
coldest months. 

In conversation with Anna Millward

Saturday 23 November
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8pm | Cambridge Union | £17/£10    
Hollie McNish 
Lobster: An Evening of Poetry 
After a run of sold out shows 
across the UK, bestselling poet 
Hollie McNish returns with a 
brand-new book, Lobster and other 
things I’m learning to love. Her live 
readings are unmissable: expect 
strong language and adult content 
gift-wrapped in gorgeously crafted 
poetry. Hollie brings her much-
loved style to questions of friendship, 
flags, newborns, clocks, cocks and 
volvos, shining a poetic lens upon all 
those things we have been taught to 
hate, and which we might just learn to 
love again.

In conversation with Jo Browning Wroe

6pm | Old Divinity School | £17/£10   
Guy Shrubsole
The Lie of the Land
Just 1% of the population owns  
half the land in England. 
Environmental campaigner Guy 
Shrubsole exposes how this tiny 
landowning elite’s apathy has 
damaged our land, and meets 
communities fighting back: the 
river guardians, small farmers and 
trespassing activists restoring lost 
wildlife. Full of rage and hope, he 
presents a bold vision  
for our nation’s wild places, and  
how we can attend to them with  
the awe they deserve. 

In conversation with Craig Bennett

8pm | Old Divinity School | £17/£10   
Torsten Bell 
Great Britain? 
Things haven’t been going well  
for Britain. With wages flatlining 
and public services collapsing, it’s 
no surprise our children can’t afford 
to buy homes, our 
parents aren’t receiving 
acceptable social care,  
and our neighbours 
rely on foodbanks. 
Chief Executive of the 
Resolution Foundation 
and Labour MP Torsten 
Bell offers lucid analysis 
of Britain’s decline and 
a hopeful vision for an alternative, 
striving towards a future worth 
fighting for.

In conversation with Melissa Benn

6pm | Cambridge Union | £17/£10    
Book and Ticket £32 
Mackenzie Crook
If Nick Drake Came to My House
Award-winning actor, writer and 
creator of Detectorists and Worzel 
Gummidge, Mackenzie Crook shares his 
book If Nick Drake Came to My House, 
a love letter to his musical hero. Crook 
explores the power of art through an 
imagined visit from the late, great Nick 
Drake, who signed with Island Records 
at twenty while still a Cambridge student. 
Marking the 50th anniversary of Drake’s 
death, this book is both a celebration of his 
memory and a heart-warming reminder of 
the impact a person can have on others.

In conversation with Tom Gatti
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Saturday 23 November



We are expanding our examiner network, and inviting teachers to 
develop their professional practice by becoming examiners across the 
range of syllabuses in Cambridge IGCSE, O Level and AS & A Level.

As a Cambridge examiner, you will gain an insight into the teaching 
and assessment of Cambridge International Education qualifications, 
and we offer training and support with freelance opportunities which 
fit around your existing commitments.

For more details, just visit cambridgeinternational.org/examiners

Become a 
Cambridge examiner
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Sunday 24 November

12pm | Cambridge Union | £17/£10    
Rupert Everett
The American No  
Beloved actor and author 
Rupert Everett joins us 
to discuss his engrossing 
collection of autobiographical 
stories, The American No. 
Come along to hear him 
discuss his brilliantly witty, 
funny and tender tales of love and loss, 
drama and glamour, hope and rejection 
that draw inspiration from the world of
film and TV and ideas he created over
the course of his career.  

In conversation with Hadley Freeman
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10am | Old Divinity School | £17/£10    
Helen Charman   
Mother State: A Political History 
of Motherhood 
Motherhood is a political state. Cambridge 
University English Fellow Helen Charman 
makes a radical and illuminating case 
for what liberated mothering could be 
in her new book Mother State. Beginning 
with Women’s Liberation and ending 
with austerity, Charman challenges us 
to imagine a world where motherhood is 
not a restrictive identity but a state of 
possibility.  

In conversation with Helen McCarthy

10am | Cambridge Union | £17/£10    
Patrick Grant  Less  
Join fashion designer, The Great British 
Sewing Bee judge and founder of the 
social enterprise Community Clothing, 
Patrick Grant, to hear his powerful case 
against the global fashion industry. 
Loving clothes but despairing of a 
broken global system, Patrick considers 
the crisis of consumption and quality 
in fashion, and how we might make 
ourselves happier by rediscovering the joy 
of living with fewer, better-quality things. 
In conversation with Alex Clark

HEFFERS
BOOKSELLERS

Proud partners of the
Cambridge Literary Festival

Visit our bookshops at the 
Fesival venues to pick up books 

by all of the Festival’s featured authors

Ask us about discounts for Friends 
and other Festival supporters
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2pm | Old Divinity School | £17/£10   
Alan Hollinghurst  
Our Evenings 
Booker Prize winner Alan Hollinghurst joins us 
with his latest book, Our Evenings: a story of race, 
class, theatre, sexuality, love and violence. From 
one of the finest writers of our age, Our Evenings 
unfolds over half a century, following Dave 
Win’s life as a boarding school scholar through 
to adulthood, alongside the story of his widowed 
mother, whose life takes an unexpected turn 
after her son leaves home.  
In conversation with Alex Clark

2pm | Cambridge Union | £17/£10   
Tim Spector
The Food for Life Cookbook  
Find out how to improve your overall 
health with bestselling author of The 
Diet Myth, Tim Spector, as 
he shares recipes built on 
the ground-breaking new 
science of eating well 
by focusing on nutrition 
and your microbiome. 
In over 100 delicious 
and achievable recipes 
created in collaboration 
with ZOE, Tim shows just 
how simple and enjoyable it can be to 
adapt to a gut-friendly way of eating.  
In conversation with Bee Wilson

With thanks to Well:o dental wellness

12pm | Old Divinity School | £17/£10   
Kate Humble  
Home Made 
Welcome Kate Humble! Much-loved 
TV presenter of a myriad of nature 
programmes, including 
Escape to the Farm 
and Springwatch, now 
presents her latest book, 
Home Made: Recipes 
from the Countryside, 
which celebrates the 
farm-to-table journey 
and the people who 
make it possible. If you love eating 
sustainably and deliciously, join Kate in 
conversation with podcaster and writer 
Catherine Carr.

Book online: cambridgeliteraryfestival.com      17

Sunday 24 November

4pm | Cambridge Union | £17/£10   
Ali Smith  
Gliff 
Raise the flags! Festival favourite, Ali 
Smith, returns with her latest novel, 
Gliff, the first of two novels 
which belong together but 
can be read independently. 
Gliff explores how we make 
meaning and how we are 
made meaningless, nodding 
to dystopian fiction, the 
Kafkaesque, and a new take 
on the notion of classic. An 
electrifying read and an event not to be 
missed. 

In conversation with Sarah Wood



8pm | Cambridge Union | £17/£10   
Led By Donkeys  
Adventures in 
Art, Activism and 
Accountability
Led By Donkeys are 
back! Speaking truth to 
power, they’ll remind 
us of the corruption and 
incompetence of the previous government 
over the last five years, and how it led 
to their epic loss at the general election. 
Their new book, Adventures in Art, 
Activism and Accountability, demonstrates 
how these campaigners hold the powerful 
to account and provides a vital reminder 
of the importance of direct action in 
turbulent times. 

8pm | Old Divinity School | £17/£10  
Kate Summerscale
The Peepshow: The Murders  
at 10 Rillington Place
Kate Summerscale presents another 
tour de force of historical re-creation in 
her true story of murder, sensation and 
miscarriages of justice in 1950s Britain.  
Author of the bestselling The Suspicions of 
Mr.Whicher, Summerscale began writing 
The Peepshow in the spring of 2021, soon 
after the abduction and murder of Sarah 
Everard. She hoped that a case from the 
past might help her understand why a man 
might choose to kill women. The result is a 
shocking story of murder and misogyny.   
In conversation with Alex Clark

4pm | Old Divinity School | £17/£10    
Jonathan Freedland
A Story About a Story  
Best known for his insightful journalism and 
as a writer of thrillers under the pen name 
Sam Bourne, Jonathan Freedland discusses 
the poignant backstory that led him to write 
a magical picturebook for children. The 
book is inspired by an unpublished story by 
Ulrich Alexander Boschwitz, author of The 
Passenger, written while he was interned 
on the Isle of Man during the Second World 
War. In conversation with Hadley Freeman, 
Jonathan will reflect on how he approached 
writing for children, and what he hopes 
children and parents will take from this 
story.   

6pm | Cambridge Union | £17/£10   
Harriet Walter
She Speaks! What Shakespeare’s 
Women Might Have Said
We’re delighted to be welcoming one of the 
UK’s most esteemed Shakespearean actors, 
multi award-winning British actress Dame 
Harriet Walter, whose credits range from the 
Royal Shakespeare Company to Star Wars 
and Succession. She’ll be presenting her 
fascinating book She Speaks!, which explores between 
the lines of Shakespearean plays to let us hear what 
she imagines – sometimes playfully and sometimes 
searchingly – these women were really thinking.

In conversation with Alex Clark

With thanks to Rathbones
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6pm | Old Divinity School | £17/£10    
Neil Lawrence    
Understanding Ourselves in  
the Age of AI 
Join Neil Lawrence, world expert on AI, 
to discover how and why our fears of 
being displaced by it might be misplaced. 
Contrasting our evolved, embodied 
intelligence with the technical origins 
and limitations of AI systems, he shows 
instead how they can and should be 
wielded, not just by experts but by 
ordinary people.

In conversation with Gina Neff

With thanks to Cambridge 
Innovation Capital
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www.cambridgebooks.co.uk

With a photograph for each day of the 
year, Martin Bond’s second book from 
his much-loved Cambridge Diary project, 
leads the reader towards and into the global 
pandemic. The book is a striking visual 
record of a historical era, with images 
that capture the desolate streets, alongside 
stories of people searching for normality 
and perspective during these lost years. 
Bond’s photographs are theatrical, 
dramatic, cosy, clever, fantastical, poignant, 
witty and romantic; everyday scenes 
made extraordinary by a shaft of light, an 
unexpected gesture or an odd juxtaposition.

Again and again, Bond shows his gift for 
bringing a distinctive twist or an arresting 
angle to a familiar scene, making even 
those who live and work in this city 
question whether they really know it at all.  
Bond’s engaging writing style moves 
from short and snappy to ponderous and 
reflective, from historically insightful 
to personal and anecdotal. As the city 
adjusts to post-pandemic life, Bond is 
there to capture the return of the routines 
and rituals, the joy and the humour, the 
quirkiness and the tenderness of human 
life on the streets of Cambridge.

With a foreword by Sebastian Faulks

a cambridge diary full page winter 2024 v2.indd   1a cambridge diary full page winter 2024 v2.indd   1 02/08/2024   12:1202/08/2024   12:12

www.cuckooclothing.co.uk

Burwash Manor, New Rd, 
Barton, Cambridge, CB237EY

@cuckooclothing
@cuckooclothing
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SEBASTIAN FAULKS’S

Stage Version by
RACHEL WAGSTAFF
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cambridgeartstheatre.com 
TICKETS: 01223 503333

COMING SOON!

23 - 28 September

28 November 2024
 - 5 January 2025

Creative Writing 
and Literature
Study part-time with Oxford

@OxfordConted  
www.conted.ox.ac.uk/cw-lit-2025

Develop your own creativity or examine that 
of others with a short course or part-time 
qualification from one of the world’s oldest and 
largest communities of part-time adult learners.

Short courses in Oxford and online
• Workshops and day schools
• Weekend events
• Weekly learning courses
• Summer schools in Oxford

Part-time qualifications
• Certificate of Higher Education
• Certificate in English Literature
• Diploma in Creative Writing
• MSt in Creative Writing
• MSt in Literature and Arts

SCAN TO  

LEARN MORE
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Where to stay

University Arms and Parker’s Tavern
Regent Street, Cambridge, CB2 1AD
01223 606066
enquiries@universityarms.com
www.universityarms.com
A stunning five-star hotel, offering exceptional 
rooms, an elegant bar and Parker’s Tavern 
restaurant. The hotel’s luxury rooms offer views 
over Parker’s Piece, historic Regent Street, and the 
hotel’s courtyard.
____________________________________________

Hotel Du Vin 
15-19 Trumpington Street, Cambridge, CB2 1QA
01223 928991
info.cambridge@hotelduvin.com
www.hotelduvin.com
Lovingly converted from old University buildings 
whilst retaining the original character and stunning 
architectural features, this boutique Cambridge hotel 
is the ideal place to relax, celebrate or do business.
____________________________________________

The Gonville Hotel 
Gonville Place, Cambridge, CB1 1LY
01223 366611
office@gonvillehotel.co.uk
www.gonvillehotel.co.uk
A recently renovated, family-run hotel, The  
Gonville has chic bedrooms and a luxury feel-
offering a two AA-rosette restaurant, wellness 
rooms, its own Bentley, Gonville bicycles and a full 
events calendar.
____________________________________________
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The Clayton  
27-29 Station Road, Cambridge, CB1 2FB
01223 792888
info.cambridge@claytonhotels.com
www.claytonhotels.com/cambridge/
Clayton Hotel Cambridge is ideally located, just a 
1-minute walk from Cambridge train station, a short 
10-minute walk from Cambridge city centre, and near 
the beautiful Botanic Gardens. With great hotel deals 
available to explore the city or escape on a romantic 
getaway, there’s something for everyone at our 
Cambridge hotel.
____________________________________________
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YOU’RE NEVER TOO FAR AWAY. 
All our digital content is available to watch or listen to in 

our CLF Player. With new content being added throughout 
the year, dip in and enjoy talks dating back to 2017 

right up to our most recent festival in 2024. 
 

Annual subscription for just £15.

CLF Player

Leave a legacy
Help to ensure future 
generations can explore 
their love of books, by 
leaving us a legacy.

Please contact elizabeth@cambridgeliteraryfestival.com  
to discuss how a legacy gift could contribute to the Festival.
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Principal supporters 

National and local media partners

Supporters and event partners

Patrons

Livia Galbraith 
Jeremy Newsum 
Edith Eligator 
Adam Glinsman 
Paul Taylor 
Katherine Luc 
Henry & Karin Elliot 
Fiona Dickinson   

Benefactors

Marina Bernard 
Kathy Robinson 
Alison Shakespeare 
Miranda Smith 
Hilary Crowe 
Jenny Robson 
Becky Matthewson 
Fran Brosan 
Nancy Harding 
Willa McDonald 
Fiona Crawley 

David & Margaret 
Reynolds 
Jackie Latham 
Jackie Newton 
Rosemary Talbot 
Vera Schuster- Beesley 
Julia Ann Collins 
Steven Penney
Ronan O’Leary
Caroline Thornton
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Festival venues and booking information

2

Booking & Access 
Please visit our website to book tickets  
www.cambridgeliteraryfestival.com

Refunds
Refunds will only be made where an event is 
sold out or cancelled. Contact: by email
hello@cambridgeliteraryfestival.com

Children
Children under the age of 14 must always be 
accompanied by an adult. Adults will require 
their own ticket. 

Concessions
U25s, unwaged and those feeling the pinch
People with disabilities (carers go free, please 
contact us for a complimentary ticket).

Accessibility
All our venues are accessible, please contact us 
in advance if you require assistance
hello@cambridgeliteraryfestival.com

Box Office & Friends Desk 
Will be open in the Old Divinity School over the 
festival weekend.

Festival telephone
01223 515335

To train station

Venues and walking time from Box Office
1. Old Divinity School (0 mins)
2. Union Chamber, TTP Stage (5 mins) 
    & Union Library (5 mins)
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It is your kind support that 
allows us to do what we 
do. From as little as £30 a 
year, you can access priority 
booking and jump the queue, 
while enabling us to bring 
the best writers, speakers 
and thinkers to Cambridge. 

There is a membership level 
to suit everyone. Come and 
find us at the Friends Desk 
in the Old Divinity School 
over the festival weekend, 
or have a look online for the 
full range of benefits.

Join us

Friends | Best Friends | Benefactors | Patrons

cambridgeliteraryfestival.com/support-us
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