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Enjoy some of the finest cultural and political writers
of our time including Andrew Marr, Ali Smith, Rowan

Williams, Hannah Barnes, Elif Shafak and Gary Younge.

Visit newstatesman.com/CLF50
or call 020 7406 6520 quoting CLF50

Scan to get this
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T&Cs: Offer s for an annual digital subscription for £120 £49, renews at £89.99 thereafter or print & a digital subscription for £185 £69.99, renews at £139.99 thereafter.
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Director’s welcome

2026 is the UK's National Year of Reading, which is why
we're joining the Go All In campaign to encourage new
readers into a love of literature and a passion for reading.
Our packed programme of events will tempt the most
jaded of literary palettes including many for the children

in your life. We will mark literary anniversaries including
the centenary of the publication of Lolly Willowes by Sylvia
Townsend Warner and fifty years since the death of Agatha
Christie. We welcome Margaret Drabble, Alan Hollinghurst
and Elif Shafak, three of our finest novelists to share the
books that made them.

The festival has three significant firsts this year: we have
partnered with The Arts Theatre Cambridge for several of
our events on festival Sunday so do join us there; we have a
dedicated Children’s Zone where there will be storytelling,
crafts and activities throughout the weekend: and last but
not least, the inaugural State of Nature lecture delivered by
Caroline Lucas will provide an annual response to the global
climate crisis. Completing our trio of annual lectures are
Deborah Levy for the Room of One’s Own and Rachel Clarke
for The State of the Nation.

Our annual New Statesman Debate tackles the issue of
where we are now as a nation and asks the important
question whether our best days are behind us or whether
optimism should prevail. On a lighter note, T am over the
moon to welcome Mary Berry for her Cambridge debut
appearance.

Don't forget to check our one-off events in March with
Honorary Patrons, Ali Smith and Jill Dawson. See you in
April and keep reading until then!
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Redefine
possible

We can help you accelerate
innovation and unlock your
competitive advantage

in a changing world.

As an independent technology
and product development
consultancy, we’ve spent

nearly 40 years helping our
clients solve complex challenges
and deliver commercially
grounded solutions.

Because having the right
team on your side makes
all the difference.

ttp.com

One-Off events — Wednesday 18 March

6—7pm | University Arms | £17/£12
Ali Smith

Glyph

The Observer has said that Ali Smith
is one of our greatest living novelists
—and, we add, a Cambridge literary
treasure and Festival Honorary
Patron. In 2024, Ali brought us Gliff,
the first novel of an interconnected
pair. We're thrilled that she now
shares the second novel, Glyph, her
most soulful, playful and vital work
yet. In a brutal and divided time, join
Ali to hear how we can rekindle care,
solidarity, resistance and openness.

In conversation with Sarah Wood.

8-9pm | University Arms | £17/£12
Jill Dawson

Special offer — 25% off total price when purchasing tickets for both events

Pixie

Whitbread Prize- and Orange
Prize-shortlisted author and
Festival Honorary Patron

Jill Dawson returns to the
Festival with her sweeping
and vivid new novel Pixie.
Introducing us to her
eponymous heroine — the

real-life publisher, illustrator

and occultist Pamela 'Pixie’ Colman
Smith — Jill brings us a tale that crosses
continents. Join Jill for twists and turns,
séances and secrets that will have you
cheering on a young woman'’s talent, grit
and determination.

Book online: cambridgeliteraryfestival.com
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hefters

CELEBRATING

150 YEARS
OF BOOKSELLING

Sign up to our subscription service

Now offering a
6 month
subscription at
half the price.

For 12 months, choose from:
Crime - £200 Fiction - £200
Non-fiction - £250

Each month a newly published book will drop through your letter box
chosen by our expert booksellers, based on the genres you like.

For more information, or to sign-up
please speak to a bookseller or email
subscriptions@heffers.co.uk

Wednesday 22 April

6—7pm | Palmerston Room | £17/£12
Andrew Miller

The Land in Winter

What an utter treat to
open the Festival with
prize-winning Andrew
Miller and his novel The
Land in Winter —

a masterclass in
storytelling, with its

flawless evocation of a
time and a place. During the terrible
winter of 1962, two couples find their
lives beginning to unravel. Come and
hear from a novelist at the height of
his powers and one of Britain's most
dazzling chroniclers of the human
heart.

8-9pm | Palmerston Room | £17/£12
Frances Wilson
Electric Spark: The Enigma

of Muriel Spark

Muriel Spark was — as
her greatest creation
Miss Jean Brodie would
say — the creme de la
créme of British
post-war novelists.

As Frances Wilson
reveals in her brilliant
and illuminating

biography Electric Spark, her life was
packed full of weird accidents, strange
coincidences and spooky events. Join
Frances to discover how Dame Muriel
alchemised skulduggery, blackmail, love
affairs and revenge into the material of
her books. Not to be missed.

Book online: cambridgeliteraryfestival.com 07



Thursday 23 April

4-5pm | Cambridge Union,
TTP Stage | £17/£12

Ed Davey
Why I Care and Why Care Matters

Millions of people in Britain are carers, but
their crucial work and efforts are often
invisible. In his deeply personal memair, Ed
Davey, Leader of the Liberal Democrats, uses
powerful storytelling and case studies to
shine a light on the emotional, physical and
financial realities of caring. Come and hear
how being a carer — as a son and as a father —
has shaped Ed’s life and values.

4-5pm | Old Divinity School | £17/£12

Martin Bond

A Cambridge Diary
4-5pm | Palmerston Room | £17/£12 Martin Bond — our festival photographer
Giulia Enders — has lived in Cambridge all his life. In
Organ Speak: What it Really his personal project A Cambridge Diary,
Means to Listen to Our Bodies he posted a photograph of our city online

What do we truly need to thrive? This is every day. At nymber 5,000, he published
just one of the questions raised by Giulia his final daily picture and has now released

e . three books — Town & Gown, Time & Space
Enders, physician and acclaimed author and Light & Shade. Join Martin. who. for
of global multimillion bestseller Gut. Now once gvill be on thé other end c;f thellens
Giulia guides us on a journey through our ' o
; to share the background of A Cambridge
other bodily organs — from our muscles to

our brain. Jain Giulia as she shares recent Diary, his photography,
D e . L and the
scientific discoveries and be inspired into a )
o o importance of
deeper appreciation of our familiar and yet

; : you, the viewer,
profoundly mysterious bodies. in the creative

process.

08 cambridgeliteraryfestival.com Book online: cambridgeliteraryfestival.com 09



Thursday 23 April

6—7pm | Cambridge Union, TTP Stage £17/£12
Sarah Raven

A Year of Cut Flowers: a life of growing
and arranging for all seasons

Teacher, broadcaster and owner of her eponymous
mail-order plant nursery, Sarah Raven's deep love
of gardening extends to all areas, from growing

cut flowers and delicious vegetables from seed, to

designing gardens overflowing with incredible colour

and scent. Join Sarah as she shares the secrets she's

developed over decades in her garden at Perch Hill.
With Sarah'’s unparalleled expertise and guidance,
your fingers will never have been so green.

6—7pm | Old Divinity School | £17/£12
Sophie Harman

Sick of It: the global fight for
women’s health

Why are women still dying across the
world when they don't have to? In Sick

of It, shortlisted for the 2025 British
Academy Book Prize, award-winning
academic Professor Sophie Harman argues
that women's health is caught in the
crossfire of global politics and is being used
and abused by politicians across the globe.
Come and hear Sophie's smart solutions
and how we can all help to fix this crisis.

With thanks to the British Academy

10 cambridgeliteraryfestival.com

Al

MOUEL WRITING

SOFTHARE
6—7pm | Palmerston Room | £17/£12

AI and the Novel

The Cambridge Dictionary defines ‘a
novel' as ‘a long printed story about
imaginary characters and events'

and the adjective ‘novel’ as ‘new and
original, not like anything seen before’.
We expect novels to be novel but it's
this that's most at risk from generative
AI —orisit? Come and hear from our
panel of experts as to what they hope
and fear from the AT revolution. What
are your dreams and nightmares for the
future of the novel?

With thanks to The Minderoo Centre
for Technology and Democracy

Book online: cambridgeliteraryfestival.com 11
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Callum Cant Matthew Lee

4-5pm | Palmerston Room | £17/£12
Callum Cant & Matthew Lee
The 1926 General Strike

One hundred years ago,

workers brought the country

to a standstill for nine

extraordinary days during

Britain's only ever General

Strike. Churchill feared a
Bolshevik-style revolution,

but this monumental

standoff ended in defeat for

the unions. In The Future in Our Past,
Callum Cant and Michael Lee journey
across Britain, comparing the struggles
of 1926 with those of today’'s workers.
Join the discussion as we ask: what
can the General Strike teach us in
20267

Cambridge Series

6—7pm | Palmerston Room | £17/£12
James Fox
Craftland

For as long as there are humans,

there will be craft. Blacksmiths and
wheelwrights, cutlers and coopers,
bell-founders and watchmakers — for
Craftland, academic and award-winning
broadcaster James Fox travelled the
country, seeking out the last remaining
craftspeople and discovering not

only our past but another way of life,
whose wisdom could shape our future.
Celebrate with James the necessary
connection between our creative
instincts and the material world we
inhabit.

6—7pm | Cambridge Union, TTP Stage
£20/£14

Caroline Lucas
The State of Nature: A Lecture

Our new annual State of Nature Lecture
provides an opportunity for us to hear
from informed individuals at a time when
nature across the world is under threat.
The inaugural lecture will be delivered

by Caroline Lucas, writer, campaigner,
and former Leader of the Green Party. As
Caroline has said, we need to recognise
that "we are nature, and that what we do
to the natural world we ultimately do to
ourselves.”

Book online: cambridgeliteraryfestival.com 13




8-9pm | Old Divinity School | £17/£12
John Kampfner

Braver New World: the countries
daring to do things others won’t

Award-winning
broadcaster and journalist
John Kampfner has had

a front-row seat at some
of the most seismic
turning-points in modern
history. At a time when it
feels the world is falling
apart, John reports from
ten countries that are
developing innovative
solutions. Braver New World is a book of
hope for hard times, and John reminds us
never to despair, as the answers are out
there if we look for them.

14 15
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LAK ES' DE From quiet woodland
walks to bustling markets.
L Iv I N G A 23 acre lake nestled at

the heart of our community,
LA MINUTES it surrounded by beautiful

CA M B R I DG E Cambridgeshire countryside.

New homes from Cala and Stonebond available now

Waterbeach

Step out of your door into nature and experience the unique place that is Waterbeach.
With 250 acres of a mature landscape including woodland, a lake and wide-open
spaces, Cambridge’s newest community offers an unparalleled lifestyle.

Find out more at
waterbeachwb.co.uk

Entry, activities, and story times,
just like all our children’s
events, are 100% free.

Come along!

Children’s Zone § Free Activities

To celebrate the National Year of Reading we are
launching our new ‘Children’s Zone' in the beautiful
Cambridge Union Library space.

Here, children can relax with a book, take part in craft
activities, have their portraits drawn by illustrator Tonka
Uzu, and listen to captivating stories told by storyteller
extraordinaire Chip Colquhoun (scheduled regularly
throughout the weekend).

With thanks to Waterbeach



Saturday 25 April

10-11am | Cambridge Union, TTP Stage | Ages 8-12
Louie Stowell
Loki Live! A Bad God'’s Guide to Causing Chaos

Get ready for myths, mayhem, and lots of laughs!

Join bestselling author Louie Stowell for a rib-tickling event
celebrating her doodle-packed Loki series. Her latest book, Loki:
A Bad God's Guide to Causing Chaos, contains more gods, magic,
monsters, and an adventure with Loki's arch enemy Vinir, an
annoying luscious-locked elven menace. Come along to learn

Saturday 25 April

12-1pm | Cambridge Union, TTP Stage | £20/£14
Rachel Clarke
State of the Nation Lecture

Our annual State of the Nation Lecture invites an
eminent commentator to give their informed view
of the country as they see it. This year's lecture is
delivered by Dr Rachel Clarke. Rachel is an NHS
palliative care doctor, former television journalist
and the award-winning author of four Sunday

about where Louie’s ideas come from and about the Norse Times bestselling books, including The Story of a
mythology that inspires her books. Warning: mischief is guaranteed! Heart, the winner of the 2025 Women's Prize for

With thanks to Waterbeach Non-Fiction.

12-1pm | Palmerston Room | Ages 3—-7
Rashmi Sirdeshpande
Super Uma

Join award-winning author Rashmi Sirdeshpande for a joyful
event celebrating her new picture book Super Uma, illustrated
by Nakul P. Rashmi will share a read-aloud, talk about dreaming
up stories that crackle with imagination and explore the themes
at the heart of Super Uma - collaboration, empathy and creating
spaces where everyone can feel safe and happy. Expect warmth,
humour and lots of joining in!

With thanks to Waterbeach

10-11am | Old Divinity School |
£17/£12
Tim Minshall

10-11am | Palmerston Room | £17/£12 Your Life is Manufactured

Cambridge Series

James Geary Unless you are floating naked

The World in a Phrase: through space, you are currently 12-1pm | Old Divinity School | £17/£12

a brief history of the in direct contact with multiple Samira Ahmed, Sam Leith & Margaret Busb

aphorism manufactured products — furniture, 5 0= g y
_ . technology, clothing, or even food. Writers on Reading

‘Don’t judge a book by its cover: Revelatory and fascinating, Your Life To celebrate the National Year of

The oldest written art form is Manufactured reveals the profound Reading, join a stellar line-up of

on the planet, aphorisms have impact manufacturing has had on professional readers — a broadcaster,

been going viral for thousands our lives and the natural world. Join publisher, writer and critic - to discuss

of years. James Geary's bestseller The Tim Minshall (the inaugural Dr John the important role that reading for

World in a Phrase tells the story of the C Taylor Professor of Innovation pleasure has in improving life chances,

aphorism through some of its greatest and Head of the Institute for building confidence and fuelling

practitioners, including the Buddha, Manufacturing at the University creativity — and how we can encourage

Nietzsche, George Eliot, James Baldwin, of Cambridge) as he explores readers new and old to embrace

Audre Lorde and David Byrne. Join James better choices for ourselves, our reading again.
for an entertaining tour through the communities, and the planet,
world's wisest and wittiest sayings.

Samira Ahmed Margaret Busby

18 cambridgeliteraryfestival.com Book online: cambridgeliteraryfestival.com 19



Saturday 25 April

2-3pm | Cambridge Union, TTP Stage | £17/£12
Greg Doran
Love, Loss and Shakespeare

Sir Greg Doran is one of the greatest
Shakespearean directors of our era. After

the death of his husband, the renowned

actor Sir Antony Sher, Greg was inspired

by the surprising history of Shakespeare’s

First Folio to see as many copies as he

could find across the world. Marking more

than 400 years since Shakespeare's First Folio, join
Greg as he shares Walking Shadow, his compelling
blend of memoir and travelogue, and illuminates
Shakespeare, his times and global legacy.

Saturday 25 April

'NEWSIATESMAN

4-5.30pm | Cambridge Union, TTP Stage | £20/£14

New Statesman Debate

This house believes that Britain’s best days are behind it

There is in Britain today a widespread mood of public despair, a deep premonition of
imminent national decline. According to Ipsos, just over half of Britons feel worse off since
Keir Starmer was elected. Going further back, 60% feel the country has gone backwards
since 2022. Both right and left have been appealing to an idealised past — before the Tories
wrecked Britain, say Labour and Reform, or before New Labour did, says the right generally.
At the same time, both left and right have been trying to imagine radical solutions for
Britain's ills, from the Anglo-Futurism of the right, to the radical utopianism of the left.

It seems the political landscape could be remapped, not in terms of left and right, but of
optimists and pessimists. Should we brace ourselves for a future in which things just keep
getting worse, or should we embrace the possibility of genuine progress?

Pratinav Anil: Marxist historian and

critic, writing regularly for The Times, The
Guardian and UnHerd. He is a lecturer at
St Edmund Hall at the University of Oxford.
Rachel Clarke: a British writer and
physician, specialising in palliative and end
of life care, and writer of multiple books
about medicine and life as a doctor.
Maurice Glasman: a Labour peer and
intellectual founder of the Blue Labour
tendency in British politics.

John Kampfner: journalist and former editor
of The New Statesman, whose books include
Blair's Wars and Why the Germans Do it
Better.

Gary Stevenson: a British YouTuber, author,
economist and former financial trader
known for his economic commentary and
activism against economic inequality.

Polly Toynbee: veteran Guardian columnist
and author and vice-president of Humanists
UK. Her most recent book is An Uneasy
Inheritance: My Family and other Radicals.

2-3pm | Palmerston Room | Ages 2—6
Nick Butterworth

Percy the Park Keeper!
Stories from the Park

Join award-winning author and
illustrator Nick Butterworth, creator
of the much-loved magical world of
Percy the Park Keeper. For this very
special family event Nick will share

his favourite stories from the Percy
collection and introduce his brand-new
picture book Once Upon a Journey
where Percy embarks on a camping
holiday in a ‘sailing car".

With thanks to Waterbeach

20 cambridgeliteraryfestival.com

2-3pm | Old Divinity School | £17/£12
Catherine Carr

Who's the Favourite? The
loving, messy realities of sibling
relationships

Award-winning documentary maker and
host of the hit podcast Relatively, Catherine
Carr is a Festival favourite. Her first book
Who's the Favourite? separates fact from
fiction in the sibling relationship. Loving

or fraught, competitive or codependent,
these dynamics are integral in shaping who
we become. Catherine invites us to spool
through our own memories of those who
saw us at our best and our worst — perhaps
we can forge stronger futures together?

Chaired by Anoosh Chakelian, Editor of The New Statesman

Book online: cambridgeliteraryfestival.com 21



Saturday 25 April

4-5pm | Palmerston Room | Ages 7-11
Mike Rampton
Become a Genius

Do you want to become the world's
greatest clever-clogs? Then this is the
event for you! Writer, journalist, and

occasional stand-up comedian Mike
Rampton joins the festival to share his
most hilarious and interesting facts that
you don't learn in school. From how to
milk a cow, to the history of the duck-
billed platypus, Mike has all the answers
in his new book, Become a Genius in a
Year!

With thanks to Waterbeach

22 cambridgeliteraryfestival.com

4-5pm | Old Divinity
School | £17/£12
Samira Ahmed

A Hard Day’s Night

In all Samira Ahmed's

work as a journalist and

BBC broadcaster

presenting Radio 4's

Front Row, she's fascinated by the
intersection of pop culture, politics
and social change. In her new book,
she explores A Hard Day's Night,
which she used to watch again and
again. Samira says, “Like the train the
Beatles board at the start of the film,
it's a wild ride." Jump on board and
enjoy the ride!

6—7pm | Cambridge Union,
TTP Stage | £17/£12
Margaret Busby

Part of the Story —
writings from half a century

We are truly honoured to welcome
Margaret Busby back to the Festival. A
pioneering writer and cultural activist,
Margaret founded publishing house Allison
& Busby in her 20s and became the UK's
first Black female publisher. She later
edited the ground-breaking anthologies
Daughters of Africa (1992) and New
Daughters of Africa (2019). Come and be
inspired by Margaret, a true trailblazer, who
has had such a galvanising, positive impact
on British culture.

With thanks to St Mary’s School

6—7pm | Old Divinity School | £17/£12
John Lanchester
Look What You Made Me Do

What if the year's most talked about

6—7pm | Palmerston Room | £17/£12
Stephen Grosz
Love’s Labour

When it comes to love, why do we
find things so difficult? Drawing

on over forty years of candid and
surprising conversations with his
patients, psychoanalyst and writer
Stephen Grosz asks, “What gets in the
way of our falling in love? And what
must we do to stay there?" Join the
bestselling author of The Examined Life
as he brings his unerring abilities to
identify what hides behind the pain of
heartsickness.

TV show was all about your marriage?
But who has betrayed whom? Who gets
to tell whose story? Compelling, funny
and vivid, Look What You Made Me Do

is the latest novel from prize-winning
writer and journalist John Lanchester,
author of Capital. We're excited to

welcome John, a master of fiction,
with this hugely entertaining comedy
of resentment, entitlement and inter-
generational-sparring.

Book online: cambridgeliteraryfestival.com 23



Saturday 25 April

8-9pm | Cambridge Union, TTP Stage
£17/£12

Steve Richards

Rock ‘n Roll Politics

In a special Festival show, commentator

Steve Richards (author of Tony Blair — A
Biography and Turning Points — Crisis and

8-9pm | Palmerston Room | £17/£12
Merlin Holland

After Oscar: the legacy of

a scandal

Oscar Wilde died in November 1900,
exiled in Paris and exhausted by scandal

Sunday 26 April

10-11am | Cambridge Union, TTP Stage | Ages 7-12
Cressida Cowell
Which Way to the Future

We welcome the return of festival superstar and
award-winning author (and former Children's Laureate)

Cressida Cowell, creator of the book and film sensation
How to Train Your Dragon, and other bestselling series
Which Way to Anywhere and The Wizards of Once.
Cressida will introduce her latest bestselling book,
Which Way to the Future, talk about her inspiration and
give writing and drawing tips. Her events are energetic,
inspiring and unmissable.

With thanks to Waterbeach

10-11am | Palmerston Room | £17/£12
Lord Nicholas Stern
The Growth Story of the 21st Century: the

Change in Modern Britain) takes us behind and prison life. His only grandson,

the scenes of the latest epic political dramas Merlin Holland, has dedicated himself
and seeks to make sense of it all... sort of. to studying Oscar’s life and works,

Can Keir Starmer survive? What's causing and their wider legacy. In After Oscar,
the fracturing of British politics from Reform Merlin debunks many inaccurate or

to the Greens? As Trump triggers mayhem, entirely fictitious stories that have

will Britain move closer to Europe? Plus grown up around this iconic figure. Join
Unreliable Predictions, Question Time, and Merlin for much-needed light on the

much more. reverberations of a life and a scandal.

economics and opportunity of climate action

The world stands at a crossroads. Can we avoid
climate, biodiversity and economic catastrophe?
Can we unlock a new era of sustainable, resilient
and inclusive growth? In The Growth Story

of the 21st Century, Nicholas Stern, IG Patel
Professor of Economics and Government at the
LSE, explores why we need a transformation that
delivers both prosperity and a healthier planet.
Why might delay be the riskiest option of all?

24 cambridgeliteraryfestival.com
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Sunday 26 April

10-11am | Old Divinity School | £17/£12

Harriet Baker, Alex Clark & Peter Swaab

Lolly Willowes at 100

“Women have such vivid imaginations, and lead such dull
lives," says the eponymous heroine of Lolly Willowes to the
Devil. This year marks the centenary of the publication of
Sylvia Townsend Warner's satire about a single woman who
steps outside societal expectations in the aftermath of the
Great War. Join our panel of experts as they celebrate this
subversive novel and its continuing significance in 2026.

Chaired by Erica Wagner.

12-1pm | Cambridge
Union, TTP Stage |
£17/£12

Wayne McGregor
We Are Movement

Internationally-celebrated, trailblazing
and award-winning choreographer of The
Royal Ballet, Sir Wayne McGregor CBE,
reveals how we can all become more
physically fluent — and so become better
communicators, more creative thinkers,
and ultimately live fuller lives. In his new
book We Are Movement, Wayne argues
that physical intelligence is instinctive,
pre-verbal, and continually upgrades
itself. Come and hear how releasing the
knots in our physical and emotional selves,
leaves us free to experience new forms of
creativity and connection.

26 cambridgeliteraryfestival.com

12—1pm | Palmerston Room | Ages 7-12
Athena Kugblenu
History’s Most Epic Fails

Get ready for the kind of history you've
never heard of before! Join comedian and
CBBC's Horrible Histories writer Athena
Kugblenu for a mind-boggling event

based on her book History's Most Epic
Fails! From ridiculous rulers to ludicrous
inventions and totally terrible disasters,
Athena reveals the moments when history
went hilariously wrong. Think you know
everything about history? Think again!

With thanks to Waterbeach

Cambridge Series

Sunday 26 April

12-1pm | Old Divinity School | £17/£12
Clare Jackson

The Mirror of Great Britain
Though best known as the intended victim
of the Gunpowder Plot of 1605, James
VI of Scotland and I of England was a
major intellectual, whose preoccupations
ranged from witchcraft and theological
controversy, to hunting, diplomacy, poetry
and sartorial fashion. Join prize-winning
Clare Jackson, Honorary Professor of
Early Modern History at the University of
Cambridge, who brings her flair and insight
to a perception-changing reappraisal of
this highly unusual monarch.

Book online: cambridgeliteraryfestival.com 27



Sunday 26 April

2-3pm | Old Divinity School | £17/£12
Rose George

Every Last Fish: what fish do
for us and what we do to them
Cold-blooded, slippery, wet and strange:
fish are our fellow animals though we
usually just think of them as food.

In Every Last Fish, journalist and author
Rose George takes us inside

2-3pm | Palmerston Room | Whole family
Jude Simpson
A Noise Annoys Show

Poet, entertainer and three-time national
slam champion Jude Simpson performs an
uplifting hour of witty wordplay, silly songs
and fun interaction for anyone aged 6+

and their families. From a song celebrating
peanut butter sandwiches to a tongue
twister about naming your pet badger, there
is lots of joy, a healthy dose of nonsense, and
a few heartfelt moments ofbeautiful hush.

With thanks to Waterbeach

the vast legal industries that
support our appetite for fish
fingers and smoked salmon
sandwiches, and the equally
colossal illegal fishing trade
whose practices and standards
are unmonitored and often
dangerous. Can fishing ever
return to sustainable levels?

28 cambridgeliteraryfestival.com

Sunday 26 April

4-5pm | The Arts Theatre Cambridge | £20/£14
Jung Chang

Fly, Wild Swans: my mother, myself
and China

Jung Chang's Wild Swans defined a
generation: an epic personal history of
Jung, her mother and grandmother.
We are thrilled that Jung returns to
the Festival with her sequel Fly, Wild
Swans, which brings the story of
Jung's family — along with that of
China — up to date. Join Jung for a

deeply moving and unforgettable
account of life under a communist dictatorship
and the threat modern China poses to the world.

With thanks to Mills & Reeve

Book online: cambridgeliteraryfestival.com

4-5pm | Palmerston Room
£17/£12

James Macintyre
Gordon Brown: power
with purpose

Polls regularly suggest that

Gordon Brown is the most popular

living former Prime Minister, and
he continues to wield significant
influence. Yet his short time in
Number 10 ended in bitterness
and election defeat. Journalist
and author James Macintyre's
fascinating new biography

of Gordon Brown provides a
compelling portrait of a true
political giant, and reveals the
private man behind the public

figure: his family life, his faith and

what still motivates him.
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Sunday 26 April

4-5pm | Old Divinity School | £17/£12
The Observer's
Debut Novelists 2026

Every year, The Observer shines a
light on the debut novelists whom
they consider to be the rising stars
of fiction writing — Louise Kennedy,
Bonnie Garmus and Jo Browning
Wroe are just a few of the novelists
who soared to the top, and this year
is no exception. We are delighted to
present Stephanie Sy-Quia, Rebecca
Perry and Jem Calder, three of this
year's rising stars of fiction.

Chaired by Tom Gatti, Literary Editor,
The Observer.
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Stephanie Sy-Quia Rebecca Perry Jem Calder

Sunday 26 April

6—7pm | Palmerston Room | £17/£12
Julius Green, Sophie Hannah &
Kate Rhodes

Agatha Christie Anniversary

Although Agatha Christie died fifty years
ago this year, her books have now sold
over a billion copies in English and a billion

in translation. Join our panel of experts
—award-winning theatre producer and
entertainment historian, Julius Green;
bestselling writer of crime fiction,
including the new series of Poirot novels,
Sophie Hannah; and bestselling crime
novelist, Kate Rhodes — as they celebrate
Christie's enduring appeal and legacy, and
attempt to solve the mystery of how she
did it.

Francesca Wade

Deborah Levy

Book online: cambridgeliteraryfestival.com
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Sunday 26 April

8-9pm | The Arts Theatre Cambridge
£20/£14

Zadie Smith

Dead & Alive

Zadie Smith returns to the Festival with
her exhilarating new essay collection

Dead & Alive, focusing her dazzling

skills on the subjects that have recently

captured her attention. From literary

memorials for writers we've lost, to

trips to the movies, Glastonbury and

Kilburn High Road, this is a collection

about everything that makes life fizz by e

— love, loss, culture and politics. Come
and share Zadie's insightful world.

With thanks to The Perse School

AORPTED FOR THE STAGE BY
T mror KEN LW
PERFORMING ARTS DIREGTED BY LUGY BRILEY

CAMBRIDGE

12 - 16 MAY 2026

FIND OUT MORE:

OPEN TO ALL

Your child can experience the magic of
The Perse with our Saturday classes.

Acting, dance, singing and musical theatre courses
for children aged 4-18 years.




Achieve more
together

We're a law firm that believes that by
building connections with our clients, our
people and the communities we work in,
we can do great things.

Inspiring, Educational, Sociable.

Retired or semi-retired?

Now it’s your time to explore new ideas, skills
and interests, meet new people and enjoy
yourself!

From astronomy to history, Bridge to botany - there
is something for everyone!

« Run by members for members
. Meet people with common interests

. Choose from over 300 educational, social and
leisure day-time activities in Cambridge.

27-28 Bridge Street, Cambridge, CB2 1UJ

Telephone: 01223 321587
Registered Charity No: 1180769

Join us today
www.u3ac.org.uk



Fancy a Cuppa?

Pop Into Bird & Blend Tea Co.
8-9 Green St, Cambridge CB2 3JU

Delicious Hot or Iced Tea & Matcha To Go!

Try our Cambridge Classics, Bears Like Marmalade
& Enchanted Narnia Tea for FREE.

Exclusive Tea Offers For Cambridge Literary
Festival Attendees.

Find The Perfect Blend For Your Next Chapter

Lost in a good book?

We'll help you see every word.

Beautifully designed eyewear, expertly
fitted without the eyewatering price tag.

At our Cambridge showroom, every pair is
thoughtfully designed and professionally
fitted, with clear, upfront pricing.

Single vision glasses | £85
Varifocal glasses | £185

Both include your frames, lenses and

thinning - all in, no surprises.

E EE Visit us at:

H IOLLA Cambridge, 36 Green Street, CB2 3JX

Shop online:

E IOLLA.com




Repurposing unused tech
Increasing digital inclusion
Helping charities & NFPs
Keeping tech out of landfill

Does your business have unused tech to repurpose, or
your charity/NFP needs tech to increase digital inclusion?
If so, please get in touch with one of our team on

01438 741718, email hello@sustainabletech4good.co.uk

You benefit, the planet benefits, society benefits...
A win-win for all.

Proud Community Partner & Talk Sponsors
of Cambridge Literary Festival

Join The Sustainable Digital Inclusion Revolution™

TECH(
600062

(L

Spring Festival
2026 Sponsors

Sophie Raworth
Running on Air

Friday 24th April
Cambridge Union

Devices donated
+ Cambridgeshire
& UK wide to-date

sustainabletech4good.co.uk

Award Winning

Sustainable Tech 4 Go

theatre spring season 2026

Cambridge University Musical Theatre Society

THE GREAT GATSBY

By F. Scott Fitzgerald, adapted by Simon Levy

It’s the glittering world of 1920s New York:
where champagne flows, secrets simmer, and

dreams shimmer just out of reach. Simon

Levy’s stage play adaptation of The Great
Gatsby brings Fitzgerald’s iconic story to life in

a production that feels both thrillingly
immersive and quietly unsettling.

TUE 17 - SAT 21 FEBRUARY 7.45PM
SAT 21 FEBRUARY 2.30PM

Cambridge University Amateur Dramatic Club

LITTLE WOMEN

By Louisa May Alcott, adapted by Emma Reeves
“I've had a lot of troubles, so | write jolly tales”
- Louisa May Alcott
Is art a way for us to conjure back what has
been lost? This 150-year-old story of family,
growing up and survival brings this question
into focus, told through the day-to-day triumphs
and tribulations of the March family.

TUE 03 - SAT 07 MARCH 7.45PM
SAT 07 MARCH 2.30PM

Farm Shop

& Delicatessen
nestled in the countryside

and much, much more!

2 minutes from Junction
12 of the M11

Open 7 days a week

Burwash Manor
New Road, Barton
Cambridge

CB23 7EY

ElOAVLASCIRILARDER

www.adctheatre.com | 01223 300085 | boxoffice@adctheatre.com




Burwash Manor, New Road, Barton, Cambridge CB23 7EY

providenceuk.com ﬂ @providenceuk @providenceuk

Just outside Cambridge Free Parking Easy cycle

PARKER's

TAVERN €1834

A DELICIOUS TASTE OF CAMBRIDGE

Because not every celebration needs a big reason
Benefactors and Patrons of Cambridge Literary Festival enjoy 15% off at
Parker’s Tavern, just by showing your membership card. Treat yourself to

afternoon tea, lunch, dinner or simply relax with a drink at the bar

PARKERSTAVERN.COM




Where to stay

The Fellows House Cambridge,
Curio Collection by Hilton

33a Milton Road, Cambridge, CB4 1UZ

01223 949499
getintouch@thefellowshouse.com
www.thefellowshouse.com

The Fellows House Cambridge, Curio Collection by
Hilton offers boutique style with apartment living
just north of the city centre, near Jesus Green. Enjoy
studios and one-bedroom stays with kitchens, plus
an indoor pool, gym, sauna and steam room.

Festival perk

Get 20% off at The Sage of Cambridge with code Cambridge Literary Festival,
valid until 26 April 2026. Not valid with other promotions.

Opening hours: Mon to Fri 7:00am to 4:00pm, Sat to Sun 8:00am to 4:00pm.

The Gonville Hotel

Gonville Place, Cambridge, CB1 1LY

01223 366611

office@gonvillehotel.co.uk
www.gonvillehotel.co.uk

Discover The Gonville Hotel — a boutique city retreat
overlooking Cambridge’s iconic Parker's Piece.
Guests enjoy complimentary Bentley tours and
bicycle hire to explore the city, luxurious treatments
at Gresham House Wellness, and vibrant, seasonal
dining at Gonville Kitchen. Unwind with live jazz
every Friday and Saturday night in The Long Bar.

The Clayton

27-29 Station Rd, Cambridge, CB1 2FB

01223 792 888
info.cambridge@claytonhotels.com

Clayton Hotel Cambridge combines modern
elegance with warm hospitality, just steps from the
train station and close to the city's historic charm.
At its heart, Tamburlaine Restaurant & Bar offers
stylish, relaxed dining with modern British dishes
made from locally sourced ingredients, perfect for
everything from casual meals to evening cocktails in
a contemporary, welcoming setting.
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Hotel Du Vin

15-19 Trumpington Street, Cambridge, CB2 10A
01223 928991
reception.cambridge@hotelduvin.com
www.hotelduvin.com

Our Cambridge bistro is the heart and soul of Hotel
du Vin Cambridge. Our warm, elegant and informal
setting with natural daylight, reclaimed dark-
stained floorboards, beautiful art, soft lighting

and very comfortable chairs, makes for a delightful
breakfast, lunch or dinner — where guests can
meet, celebrate or simply pass the time.

Choose from a la carte menu or a beautifully
paired 5-course tasting menu, with options for
vegetarian, vegan and pescatarian diets.

The Regent

41 Regent Street, Cambridge, CB2 1AB
01223 351470
reception@theregentcambridge.com

Step into a beautifully restored Georgian building
on lively Regent Street, where The Regent offers
a unique blend of comfort and style. Choose from
thoughtfully designed rooms or studio apartments,
featuring sleek kitchens, rainfall showers, and
Egyptian cotton bedding. Located in the heart of
Cambridge, with Parker’s Piece as your backdrop,
it's the perfect base to relax, explore, and
experience the city.

University Arms and Parker’s Tavern
Regent Street, Cambridge, CB2 1AD

01223 606066
enquiries@universityarms.com
www.universityarms.com

A stunning five-star hotel, offering exceptional
rooms, an elegant bar and Parker's Tavern
restaurant. The hotel’s luxury rooms offer views
over Parker's Piece, historic Regent Street, and
the hotel's courtyard.

Book online: cambridgeliteraryfestival.com 43



cucC OO

Find us at:
Burwash Manor,
New Rd,
Barton,
Cambridge,
CB237EY

A fabulous rural retail

site just 4 miles out of
Cambridge with parking

@cuckooclothing

cuckooclothing.co.uk

@cuckooclothing

A PHOTOGRAPHIC TRILOGY
OF LOVE LETTERS
TO A CHANGING CITY

Martin Bond’s series of photography
books chronicles the thirteen years of his
much-loved A Cambridge Diary project,
which saw him post a picture on social
media for 5,000 consecutive days.

Each book in the trilogy contains 365
images, one for every day of the year,
hand-picked by the author and covering
three distinct periods of the city’s - and the
photographer’s - growth.

His images pull beauty from chance,
conjure up novel relationships between
uncooperative elements, emphasise the
rhythms of existence, and invite us to enjoy
the passing of time.

Again and again, Bond shows his gift for
bringing a distinctive twist or an arresting
angle to a familiar scene, making even
those who live and work in this city
question whether they really know it at all.
Bond’s engaging writing style moves from
spare and witty to ponderous and reflective,
from historically insightful to personal
and anecdotal. His captions describe
the routines and rituals, the joy and the
humour, the quirkiness and the tenderness
of human life on the streets of Cambridge.

The collection is a fervent and unflinching
tribute to a changing city.

Signed copies available at the Festival Bookshop

EST. gg 2023

CAMBRIDGE BOOKS

CHANGING THE WAY YOU LOOK AT CAMBRIDGE

www.cambridgebooks.co.uk



~ JFriends | Best Friends | Benefactors | Patrons
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Festival venues and booking information

Booking
Please visit our website to book tickets
www.cambridgeliteraryfestival.com

Refunds

Refunds will only be made where an event is
sold out or cancelled. Contact: by email
hello@cambridgeliteraryfestival.com

Children

Children under the age of 14 must always be
accompanied by an adult.

Adults will require their own ticket.

Concessions

U25s, unwaged, and people with disabilities
(carers go free, please contact us for a
complimentary ticket).

Accessibility

All our venues are accessible, please contact
us in advance if you require assistance.
hello@cambridgeliteraryfestival.com

Members Room

Located in the Dining Room at the Cambridge
Union.

Box Office and Friends Desk

Open throughout the festival at ODS.

Festival telephone
01223 515335

Join us
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Venues and walking time from Box Office
Old Divinity School (O mins)
Cambridge Union, TTP Stage (5 mins)

& Union Library (5 mins)
Palmerston Room (10 mins)
B The Arts Theatre Cambridge (15 mins)
B University Arms (25 mins)

Tt is your kind support that
allows us to do what we

do. From as little as £30 a
year, you can access priority
booking and jump the queue,
while enabling us to bring
the best writers, speakers
and thinkers to Cambridge.

There is a membership level
to suit everyone. Come and
find us at the Friends Desk
in the Old Divinity School
over the festival weekend,
or have a look online for the
full range of benefits.

cambridgeliteraryfestival.com/support-us

We would like to thank our supporters

Principal supporters

UNIVERSITY ARMS

L
(|

Hawthornden
Foundation

&m,
g Mo,
Ro

National and local media partners
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Venue partners

ST JOHN'S COLLEGE

UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE
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Supporters and event partners
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Waterbeach

MILLS & REEVE

LANGHAM PRESS

Achieve more. Together.

POSTSCRIPT

Independent bookseller
Murray Edwards College

University of Cambridge

orguk

ReedSmith

for people affected by cancer n
comemnes Festival bookseller
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Patrons Benefactors

Hilary Crowe
Robert Devereux
Fiona Dickinson
Edith Eligator
Livia Galbraith
Katherine Luc
Jeremy Newsum
David Rapley
Jenny Robson
Rosemary Talbot
Paul Taylor

Fran Brosan

Julia Ann Collins
Fiona Crawley
Karin & Henry Elliot
Anthony Harris

Tim Harvey-Samuel
Jackie Latham
Becky Matthewson
Kate & Robert McCorquodale
Jackie Newton
Laurent Nicourt

Ronan O'Leary
Steven Penney
Margaret Reynolds
Alison Shakespeare
Peter Sharpe
Miranda Smith
Philip Taylor
Tamsin Wimhurst
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Festival highlights

Margaret Busby Harry Baker

Andrew Miller Mary Berry Jung Chang
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cambridgeliteraryfestival.com





